
Update on ‘unauthorised arrivals’ Bill  
Social Issues briefing #052, 11/08/2006. 
The Migration Amendment (Designated Unauthorised Arrivals) Bill 2006 is due to be debated in 
the Senate next week, following its passage through the Lower House this week. If 
introduced, the new legislation would see all unauthorised arrivals sent to offshore 
detention centres for processing, even if they make it to mainland Australia. If found to be 
genuine refugees, these arrivals will be kept in offshore detention until a third country is 
found that indicates its willingness to accept them.  

Reports are that several senators are still undecided regarding how they will vote in the 
Senate.  

If you are opposed to this Bill, what can you do? 

1. Be informed. Have a look at the Parliamentary website to get more information on 
the proposed Bill and what it might mean. See: 
http://parlinfoweb.aph.gov.au/piweb/browse.aspx?NodeID=69 and 
http://www.aph.gov.au/senate/committee/legcon_ctte/migration_unauthorised_arrivals.  
The following website is worth your attention: http://www.ajustaustralia.com/home.php. 
If you have not seen some of our research on this issue, have a look at: 
http://www.sydneyanglicans.net/socialissues/50_when_is_australia_not_australia.  

2. Contact Senators, especially those who are undecided how they will vote. You can 
get a list of Senators and their email addresses from: 
http://www.aph.gov.au/senate/senators/email.asp.  
Also, the website http://www.ajustaustralia.com/home.php can give you some guidance.  

(You may have heard recent reports of a Federal Government proposal to create a 
‘floating detention centre’ for unauthorised arrivals and crews of boats fishing illegally in 
Australian waters. This proposal is unrelated to the above Bill. If the policy were 
implemented, it may be administered by the Australian Customs Service rather than the 
Department of Immigration. We will try to let you know more about this idea as it 
unfolds.) 

Andrew Cameron & Tracy Nodder,  
for the Social Issues Executive, Diocese of Sydney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Note: This paper is intended to assist discussion and may be corrected or revised in future. Short responses to 
social.issues@moore.edu.au are very welcome, but the SIE cannot guarantee a reply. To access this free regular briefing, visit 
http://www.sydneyanglicans.net/socialissues and to receive it by email, follow the link ‘Sign up for our free weekly briefing!‘ Visit 
http://sie.moore.edu.au, our second website, for other material. 
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Conditions of use: 

1. You may forward this paper to others, as long as you forward it in full.  

2. You may freely publish it (e.g. in a church newspaper) as long as it is published in full, not for profit, and 
including the ‘Note’ paragraph. (You don’t have to include these ‘conditions’.) 

3. Media and academic publishers should cite this paper according to their professional standards. We would 
appreciate audiences being directed to http://www.sydneyanglicans.net/socialissues .  

4. Not-for-profit publishers may use the ideas in this paper without acknowledgement; but if quoting it 
directly, please cite title, authors, and the web link http://www.sydneyanglicans.net/socialissues. 

5. Permission may be given for use in publications for profit. Please send details of your proposal to 
lisa.watts@moore.edu.au. 
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